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THE STAR IN THE EAST, SHEWING church; and the continual protection which
;:E ‘”‘Eé‘.t?ﬁé :n_'JEFg?:RE;éSJFS he has promised to al his faithful
FREEMASONRY, THE MECHANISM worshippers. A cloud was frequently used
OF INITIATION INTO ITS MYSTERIES as peculiarly indicative of the Divine
AND THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION presence. The token of Noahs covenant

GEORGE OLIVER was a bow set in a cloud. God brought his
people out of Egypt by a pillar of a cloud.
Moses communed with the Lord on Mount
Sinai in a cloud. The dedication of the
tabernacle and of the temple were
sanctified by God in a cloud. Jesus Christ
was transfigured in a cloud; ascended up to
heaven in a cloud; and shal come in a
cloud to judgment. The sanctum sanctorum
was a type of heaven, whither Christ is
gone as our high priest to intercede before
the throne of God in behalf of his people. It
was the immediate residence of the Deity,
who dwelt between the cherubim of the
mercyseat in the form of a bright cloud.
The typical meaning of the ark and its
appendages is this: the ark itself, made of
imperishable materials, was a figure of
Christs body. It was composed of two
substances, wood and gold, typical of his
two distinct natures, the human and divine.
The three consecrated symbols it contained
referred to the three sacred offices of
Chrigt; the tables of the law pointed to his
rega power; the rod of Aaron to his
priesthood; and the pot of manna, with
which the children of Israel were fed in the
wilderness, to his prophetical office, by
which the souls of the faithful are fed, and
nourished. The four rings, which supported
the ark, denoted the four gospels; and the
buds on Aarons rod were symbolical of the
revival of the body at the final resurrection.
The mercy seat had a direct reference to
Jesus Christ, who is the true I Xacnripiov or
propitiatory, that reconciled mankind to the
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